Normal values of the canine M-mode echocardiogram.
M-mode echocardiograms were recorded from 40 healthy dogs, awake and unsedated, in left lateral recumbent position. Fifteen echocardiographic measurements were taken and correlated with body weights using linear regression equations. The left ventricular internal dimension in systole and diastole, the left ventricular wall thickness, the aortic root dimension, and the left atrial dimension had high correlation coefficients (r2), ranging from 0.756 to 0.619. The fractional shortening of the left ventricle in systole (39% +/- 6%) and the left atrial to aortic root ratio (0.99 +/- 0.10) were not linearly related to body weights and had constant values.